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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR APRIL 16, 2021 

 

Here Are The Facts 

COVID-19 has affected every business sector, and the hotel industry is among the hardest hit.  
Most adapted their business models to make guests feel safe when traveling with contactless 
check-ins and check-outs, and emphasized hygiene.   

However, the high vacancy rate and uncertainty about when the hospitality business would 
recover lead some hotel owners to rent rooms and facilities to questionable event organizers 
and organizations looking to set up temporary shelters.    This has been happening through 
northeast Ohio and other parts of the country. 

The Independence Police have been doing a tremendous job enforcing state and local laws to 
protect residents.   I met with my team this morning and have asked them to explore how we 
can quickly expand and strengthen the City’s nuisance laws and other ordinances related to 
imminent hazard complaints.  I will be meeting with City Council and the Law Director to 
discuss further legislative and legal actions.    

Disorderly conduct, loud and destructive parties, and other hotel gatherings where people 
violate the law put a burden on our safety forces. The City will not tolerate hotel owners who 
do not operate their businesses responsibly and meet the standards for security and quality. 

If you become aware of any questionable activities or have questions, please call City Hall or 
the non-emergency Police line (216-524-1234).  We are deeply invested in protecting our 
residents.   I respectfully ask that people not post incomplete and inaccurate information on 
social media platforms.  It causes alarm and is not helpful.     

 
COVID Vaccinations in Brecksville  
 
There will be a by-appointment-only COVID-19 vaccine event at the Brecksville-

Broadview Hts. High School on Saturday, April 24, from 10am-5pm.   To register, 

call 2-1-1, and an appointment scheduler will walk you through the process.  There will be 

some appointments available for teenagers age 16 and 17.   The Pfizer vaccine will be 

dispensed.  

Brecksville/Broadview Heights High School is located at 6380 Mill Rd in Broadview Heights.  

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org


2 
 

 
Changes at the Civic Center 
 
After evaluating the new Ohio health orders, the following operational changes are now in 
effect at the Civic Center:  
 

 The Recreation Atrium is now open. 

 Lockers are open and available. 

 Water fountains are accessible to anyone age 13 and older. 

 Residents only -- the guest policy remains suspended.  

 Masks must be worn upon entering and exiting the building but do not need to be 
worn during exercise or when using the pool facilities. 

 Social distancing is required wherever possible.  
 
We will continue to lift restrictions while following all state guidelines sensibly. 
 

 

 

Kiwanis Pavilion Is Open for the Season 

Reservations are now being taken for residents to rent the 

Kiwanis Pavilion.  The facility has two sides, and there is a cap 

of two rentals per day to allow extra space and allows the 

garage doors to be open. 

This year, anyone renting the pavilion must sign a waiver 

indicating they will be responsible for ensuring that their 

guests follow all safety guidelines and they will not have more 

than 60 people gathered.    

 

 

New Outdoor Grills 

The Recreation Department will be installing new, dual-sided 

grills at the Annex Pavilion next week.  They will also do some 

landscaping to improve the appearance of the area.  

For more information or to reserve the Kiwanis or Annex 

Pavilions, stop by the Recreation Front Desk or call 216-524-

3262. 
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 Put Me in the Zoo 
 
There was a roaring good time to be had at this week’s Put Me In the Zoo 
children’s program.   Miss Claudia read “Put Me in the Zoo” by Robert 
Lopshire to the 53 children and adult helpers to get them ready for a day at 
the City’s pretend zoo. 
 
The program was a mix of art, activities, and science.  The children created art 
using crayons, pom-poms, and glue.   They also conducted supervised kitchen 
science experiments using milk, food coloring, and dish soap.  
 

Using their Zoo Keeper Handbook, the children fed the animals, cleaned cages, and listened 
to animal sounds.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  



4 
 

Your opinion matters! 

Never ones to rest on their laurels, the Community Services and 

Recreation Departments are surveying Independence residents to find 

out what types of programming and facilities they would like the City to 

add or improve.     

The survey is anonymous and voluntary.   Residents can complete the 

survey online or pickup a paper copy at the Civic Center.    

The survey will be open from April 1 - 30, 2021.  Completed surveys can be dropped off at the 

Recreation Department or mailed to:  

CommServ/Rec Survey 

6363 Selig Drive 

Independence, OH 44131  

 

 
 
 
 
Memorial Day 2021 

 

This year’s Memorial Day services will be held on Public 
Square Monday, May 31, starting at 9:30 AM.  However, 
there will not be the traditional Memorial Day Parade 
over continued concerns about the safety of large 
gatherings as the region and nation continue to emerge 
from the pandemic.   
 
Everyone who attends the service on Public Square will 
be required to social distance and wear a mask. Limited 
seating will be available.   The service will be live-
streamed on the homepage of the City’s website.    
 
 

 

 

 

Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for April 16, 2021 can be downloaded 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signing up for Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update email is easy!  Simply send your name and 

email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 
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